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Mg/Ca paleothermometry in high salinity environments
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Planktonic foraminiferal Mg/Ca ratios have become a fundamental temperature proxy in past climate
reconstructions. However, in the highly evaporative seas of the tropics and subtropics, anomalously high
planktonic foraminiferal Mg/Ca ratios arise, possibly linked to high salinities. The extent to which salinity
affects Mg uptake into foraminiferal calcite remains disputed. Some studies suggest onlyminor salinity effects,
whereas others suggest a dominant role. Here, we present new data from the highly saline (N40) Red Sea,
which separate pure foraminiferal calcite from other phases. The results show that high Mg/Ca ratios (7 to
13mmol/mol), found byconventional analysis of planktonic foraminifera fromaRed Sea sediment core, are not
caused by increasedMg uptake into foraminiferal calcite in a high salinity setting (e.g. beyond those predicted
by culturing studies), but instead result from secondary high Mg-calcite overgrowths. The overgrowths likely
formed near the sediment–seawater interface, from CaCO3 supersaturated interstitial seawater.

© 2009 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.

1. Introduction

To fully appreciate the complexity of climate change, a thorough
knowledge of past ocean hydrography and circulation is required.
Heat exchange between the atmosphere and ocean takes place at the
sea surface. Variations in this heat exchange play a crucial role in
climate change, and it is essential that we develop reliable estimates
of sea surface temperatures (SST) and salinity, which together
determine ocean density (hence, circulation), as well as global ice
volume/sea-level (Curry et al., 2003).

Sea water temperature reconstructions based on Mg/Ca ratios
in planktonic foraminiferal calcite in addition offer the potential for
reconstructing depth-specific (seasonal) temperature, given that the
ecology of the investigated planktonic foraminiferal species is suf-
ficiently constrained. A specific advantage of Mg/Ca for reconstruct-
ing sea water temperatures is that it can be paired with δ18Ocalcite

measurements on the same shells, allowing its use to derive δ18Owater

(Elderfield and Ganssen, 2000), which provides critical information
about global ice volume and the regional hydrological budget.

Although planktonic foraminiferal Mg/Ca ratios have been widely
used as a paleotemperature proxy, it has been found that the con-
ventional approach of this method, that of bulk analysis of
foraminifera shells after chemical cleaning, produces anomalously
high Mg/Ca ratios in strongly evaporative areas of the tropics and
subtropics (e.g. Greater and Little Bahama Bank, Eastern Mediterra-
nean Sea, and Red Sea) (Rosenthal et al., 2000; Lear et al., 2002;
Reuning et al., 2005; Ferguson et al., 2008).

Recently, Ferguson et al. (2008) suggested that such anomalously
high values occur because salinity may exert an important control
on Mg/Ca ratios in planktonic foraminifera, with Mg/Ca ratios being
15–60% higher per salinity unit increase than estimated from pub-
lished calibrations of Mg/Ca increase with temperature. Such an
effect would compromise the applicability of foraminiferal Mg/Ca
ratios as a paleo seawater temperature proxy. For example,
Caribbean Last Glacial Maximum (LGM) temperatures could be
overestimated bymore than 2.5 °C (Ferguson et al., 2008). Therefore,
it is essential that potential effects of salinity on Mg uptake in
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foraminifera are constrained. In this study we investigate the cause
(s) for anomalously high Mg/Ca ratios (ratios beyond those pre-
dicted by culturing studies) measured on downcore sediment sam-
ples from the highly saline central Red Sea.

2. Materials and methods

In order to assess direct and indirect effects that salinity may have
on planktonic foraminiferal Mg uptake, we measured Mg/Ca ratios
using a variety of techniques, on downcore sediment samples from
central Red Sea sediment core MD92-1017 (19°23′24qN, 38°40′84qE,
570 mwater depth) (Rohling et al., 1998). At present the central Red
Sea is characterized by high salinities (38–40), while salinities du-
ring glacial sea-level low-stands reached 50 or more (Rohling et al.,
1998; Siddall et al., 2003; Boyer et al., 2006), making this an ideal
natural location for this purpose.

We used several approaches to measure Mg/Ca ratios on calcite of
the planktonic foraminifer Globigerinoides ruber, together with high
magnification scanning electron microprobe (SEM) imaging: (i) mean
batch Mg/Ca ratios on multiple specimens by both conventional
methodology and flow-through time resolved analysis, (ii) Mg/Ca
ratios of different calcite phases by flow-through time resolved
analysis, and (iii) Mg/Ca distributionwithin the foraminiferal shell by
SEM-led electron microprobe analysis (Brown and Elderfield, 1996;
Barker et al., 2003; Benway et al., 2003; Anand and Elderfield, 2005)
(Fig. 1). G. ruber thrives in shallow surface waters (top 50 m) and, as
this species does not deposit a calcite crust during gametogenesis, its
calcite shell should reflect sea water chemistry of these depths (Caron
et al., 1990; Reiss and Hottinger, 1984). The age model of core MD92-
1017 is based on oxygen isotope stratigraphy (Hemleben et al., 1996;
Rohling et al., 1998; Fenton et al., 2000), which divides δ18O records in
standard glacial and interglacial δ18O stages (Fig. 1).

2.1. Conventional inductively coupled plasma atomic emission spectroscopy
(ICP-AES)

A total of 8 samples were analyzed by ICP-AES. Samples contained
between 21 and 26 specimens of G. ruber (250–300 μm fraction) with
batch weights between 250 and 410 μg. Two intervals were selected,
covering interglacial MIS 11.3 and cool substage MIS 11.2 (Fig. 1). Prior

to cleaning, samples were gently crushed between glass plates to
release contaminant material. Samples were cleaned using the tech-
nique described by Barker et al. (2003), which includes clay removal
through the minimal settling technique in UHQ water and methanol,
removal of organic matter through oxidation, optical removal of
contaminant coarse grains, and a dilute acid leach to remove adsorbed
contaminants from the test fragments. For each interval, a subset of
samples was also cleaned using a reductive cleaning step (Yu et al.,
2005, after Boyle and Keigwin, 1985). Prior to analysis with ICP-AES,
samples were dissolved in 0.075 M HNO3 and centrifuged in order to
settle any remaining small silicate particles. Mg/Ca ratios were
measured using a Vista ICP-AES, with 0.29% precision.

2.2. Flow through time resolved analysis (FT-TRA)

A total of 6 samples from MIS 7.2, MIS 11.2 and MIS 11.3 were
analyzed using flow-through time resolved analysis (FT-TRA, chro-
matographic approach to cleaning and dissolving foraminiferal calcite
and other types of geological materials, adaptable to a variety of
chemical methods; Haley and Klinkhammer, 2002). Samples con-
tained 14 to 15 specimens of G. ruber (N250 μm fraction), with batch
weights between 209 and 330 μg. A simple chemistry was applied to
untreated samples, including a 15 minute rinse with deionized water,
followed by dissolution with nitric acid ramped up from 0 to 10 mM
over 60 minutes, ending with an additional 5 minute water rinse. FT-
TRA results are portrayed as effluent element concentration against
run-time (Fig. 2A) and effluent Element–Element concentration
(Fig. 2B). Complete separation of the overgrowth and biogenic calcite
was not achieved in this study (Fig. 2A2). Mg/Ca ratios of planktonic
foraminiferal calcite were estimated from the slope of the linear
segment dominated by biogenic calcite in the Element–Element plot
(Fig. 2B2).

2.3. Scanning electron microscopy-led electron microprobe analysis (SEM-
led EMPA)

Two samples were analyzed by SEM-led EMPA from MIS 6.4 and
MIS 9.3 from the 250–300 μm size fraction. Each sample was
ultrasonically rinsed with ultra-pure water, dried and then impreg-
nated in epoxy resin under vacuum. Samples were polished to expose
foraminiferal test walls in cross section and then carbon coated by
vacuum evaporation. SEM images were taken from the foraminiferal
cross sections using both secondary and backscatter mode, and used
as a mapping tool prior to EMPA. The backscatter mode was used to
identify areas of foraminiferal calcite (light appearance on SEM image
due to relatively high average atomic number) and impurities (grey
appearance on SEM image due to lower average atomic number). A
CAMECA SX100 was used for EMPA using 15 kV accelerating voltage
and 10 nA beam current with beamsize of 5 μm. Spot measurements
were carried out spread across the foraminiferal chambers in order to
accommodate for heterogeneity. The following elements were mea-
sured: wt.% Ca (detection limit 510 ppm), Mg (detection limit
197 ppm), Fe (detection limit 510 ppm), Si (detection limit
151 ppm), Al (detection limit 46 ppm), Mn (detection limit
235 ppm), Sr (detection limit 209 ppm). The α X-ray lines were
used for all elements except Sr, for which the La line was analysed. We
used internal laboratory standards diopside (Ca, Si), periclase (Mg),
corundum (Al), pure metals (Fe, Mn) and celestine (Sr). Data re-
duction used the X-Phi method within Cameca's PeakSight software.

2.4. Scanning electron microscope (SEM) images

Inner and outer surfaces of planktonic foraminiferal specimens
from MIS 6.4 and 9.3 were photographed using a SEM. Each sample
was gently crushed to reveal inner surfaces and then ultrasonically
rinsed using ultra-purewater. After drying, samples were mounted on

Fig. 1. Oxgyen isotope record for core MD92-1017 based on planktonic foraminiferal (G.
ruber) δ18O (Rohling et al., 1998), with interglacials periods (uneven Marine Isotope
Stages, MIS) being characterized by low δ18O and glacials (even MIS) by high δ18O, due
to preferential sequestration of 16O into continental ice masses (Emiliani, 1955;
Shackleton and Opdyke, 1973). Oxygen isotope stages are further subdivided into
substages (Imbrie et al., 1984; Prell et al., 1986). Grey triangles indicate intervals where
planktonic foraminiferal Mg/Ca ratios were measured using the conventional whole
batch ICP-AES approach. Black squares andwhite circles indicate intervals whereMg/Ca
ratios were measured using FT-TRA and SEM-led EMPA.
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stubs, Au-coated and photographed by a Jeol JSM-820 scanning elec-
tron microscope (secondary and backscatter electron images).

3. Results and discussion

Early work by Yusuf (1980) on downcore sediment samples from
the Red Sea showed highly elevated planktonic foraminiferal Mg
concentrations throughout with the highest values in cold glacial
intervals rather than warm interglacials although no cleaning pro-
tocol was applied to ensure uncontaminated samples. We find that
Mg/Ca ratios obtained using conventional bulk analysis, after a
standard Mg/Ca cleaning procedure (Barker et al., 2003), are higher
for cold substage MIS 11.2 (10.7–13.0 mmol/mol) than for warm
interglacial MIS 11.3 (7.1–7.6 mmol/mol). Using the temperature
calibration equation for G. ruber (250–300 μm) of Anand et al.
(2003), this would give cold substage seawater temperatures of 34–

36 °C, whereas warm interglacial MIS 11.3 would be cooler (30–
31 °C). This is at odds with present-day (interglacial) sea water
temperatures (27–29 °C; Wyrtki, 1971; Boyer et al., 2006) and a
likely reduction of these temperatures by about 4–5 °C during glacial
intervals (Siddall et al., 2003; Arz et al., 2007). After the incorpora-
tion of a reductive cleaning step, Mg/Ca ratios give calcification
temperatures that remain higher for cold substage MIS 11.2 (Mg/Ca
8.4 mmol/mol, 31 °C) than for with warm interglacial MIS 11.3 (Mg/
Ca 4.8 mmol/mol, 26 °C) (Table 1).

Results of FT-TRA also reveal the highest whole batch Mg/Ca ratios
(19.3–29.3 mmol/mol) for cold substage MIS 11.2 (Table 1). Because no
standard Mg/Ca cleaning procedure was applied prior to FT-TRA
(without an ultrasonic rinse with ultra-pure water, detrital material
like coccoliths and aragonite needles tend to remain fixed to the
foraminiferal shell), Mg/Ca ratios are higher than those measured by
conventional ICP-AES. The sequential flow-through time resolved

Fig. 2. FT-TRA of specimens of G. ruber from a ‘normal’ salinity setting and from the highly saline Red Sea (MIS 11.2, see Table Table 1). A—Element concentrations (Ca (μmol/L), Mg
(nmol/L)) plotted against time for ‘normal’ G. ruber sample from ODP Site 1238 in the North East Equatorial Pacific (A1) and for a G. ruber sample from the Red Sea (A2). The typical
run-time for a ‘normal’ sample (A1) is 35 min. Red Sea samples were run for 80 min to attain better phase separation. Samples typically contain Mg coating coming off in the initial
rinse with deionized water. Sample A1 was etched with 175 μm HNO3 for 20 min before dissolution in 10 mM HNO3 for approximately 10 min. Sample A2 was dissolved in HNO3

ramped up from 0 to 10 mM over 60 min. In A1 (‘normal sample’) the Mg peak occurs at the same time as the Ca peak and the peaks have similar shapes. In A2 (Red Sea sample) the
Ca peak occurs before the Mg peak and there is a depression in the Mg slope around 20min. B—Mg and Ca element–element plot for ‘normal’ G. ruber calcite from ODP 1238 (B1) and
specimens from the Red Sea (B2). A best-fit line through the biogenic calcite data of A1 (excluding data from the coating) gives a Mg/Ca ratio of 2.25 mmol/mol. Apart from the
coating phase, two Mg/Ca phases can be identified in the Red Sea sample (B2): foraminiferal calcite and high Mg-calcite. Biogenic calcite dominates the initial eluate (18–27 min)
with relatively low Mg/Ca ratios (A2), causing a depression of the slope in the Element–Element plot. After 27 min dissolved high Mg-calcite dominates the effluent developing a
second linear section. The Mg/Ca ratios of the foraminiferal calcite phase can be estimated from the slope of the linear sections that is dominated by the biogenic calcite in the
Element–Element plot, assuming that the Ca element concentration curve is controlled by biogenic calcite, giving 2.6 mmol/mol for this sample.
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diagram for MIS 11.2 clearly illustrates that the whole-sample ratios are
Ca-weighted averages from several Mg-calcite phases: a non-biogenic
Mg coating, a high-Mg-calcite phase, and biogenic calcite (Fig. 2). Using

the slope of the linear segment dominated by biogenic calcite (see
examples in Fig. 2B) we estimate isolated foraminiferal Mg/Ca ratios of
5.2–6.3mmol/mol for interglacial MIS 11.3, and 2.8 and 2.6–3.2 for cold

Table 1

A—Details of sea water temperatures and predicted Mg/Ca ratios (using calibration equation of Anand et al. (2003) for G. ruber 250–300 μm) for the present day warm interglacials
and glacials-cold substages.

Central Red Sea

Present day—warm interglacials Glacials—cold substages

Predicted Mg/Ca ratios Temperature 50–0 m Predicted Mg/Ca ratios Temperature 50–0 m
5.3–6.5 mmol/mol 27–29 °C 3.2–4.4 mmol/mol 22–25 °C

Present day mean annual sea water temperatures for 50–0 mwater depths are from Boyer et al. (2006); glacial and cold substage SST from Siddall et al. (2003) and Arz et al. (2007).

B—Measured Mg/Ca ratios, using the various methods discussed in the main text, and their calculated sea water temperatures (same calibration equation as for A).

Warm interglacials Glacials—cold substages

Method Measured Mg/Ca ratios
(mmol/mol)

Calibrated sea water
temperatures

Measured Mg/Ca ratios
(mmol/mol)

Calibrated sea water
temperatures

Conventional ICP-AES, Barker et al. (2003) cleaning protocol 7.6 (MIS 11.3) 31 11.2 (MIS 11.2) 34
7.1 (MIS 11.3) 30 10.7 (MIS 11.2) 34
7.2 (MIS 11.3) 30 13.0 (MIS 11.2) 36

Conventional ICP-AES, Barker et al. (2003) cleaning
protocol+reductive cleaning step

4.8 (MIS 11.3) 26 8.4 (MIS 11.2) 31

FT-TRA (ICP-MS) whole batch 9.8 (MIS 11.3) 33 19.3 (MIS 7.2) 40
8.1 (MIS 11.3) 31 24.7 (MIS 11.2) 42

27.7 (MIS 11.2) 43
29.3 (MIS 11.2) 44

FT-TRA (ICP-MS) foraminiferal calcite phase 5.2 (MIS 11.3) 27 2.8 (MIS 7.2) 20
6.3 (MIS 11.3) 29 2.6 (MIS 11.2) 18

3.2 (MIS 11.2) 22
3.2 (MIS 11.2) 22

SEM-led EMPA of foraminiferal cross sections (average) 6.4 (MIS 9.3) 29 3.4 (MIS 6.4) 23

C—Predicted Mg/Ca ratios for present-day/warm interglacials and glacials-cold substages, including a salinity effect as proposed by the culturing study of Kısakürek et al. (2008):
Mg/Ca=exp((0.06⁎Salinity+0.08⁎Temperature)−2.8), and a sensitivity to temperature of 0.04 instead of 0.06. Present day mean annual salinity (50–0 m water depth) from
Boyer et al. (2006).

Present day—warm interglacials Glacials—cold substages

Predicted Mg/Ca ratios as a function of temperature and salinity
(after Kısakürek et al. (2008)

Predicted Mg/Ca ratios SST, salinity Predicted Mg/Ca ratios SST, salinity
5.4 mmol/mol 27 °C, 38.9 7.1 mmol/mol 22 °C, 50
6.4 mmol/mol 29 °C, 38.9 9.0 mmol/mol 25 °C, 50

5.3 mmol/mol 22 °C, 45
6.7 mmol/mol 25 °C, 45
3.3 mmol/mol 16 °C, 45

Sensitivity to salinity 0.04 2.5 mmol/mol 27 °C, 38.9 2.6 mmol/mol 22 °C, 50
2.9 mmol/mol 29 °C, 38.9 3.3 mmol/mol 25 °C, 50

Fig. 3. SEM-led EMPA results with SEM backscattter images of sections across two specimens of G. ruber showing the distribution and measured Mg/Ca ratios (mmol/mol) of
individual points. The SEM image clearly shows the occurrence of pristine foraminiferal calcitewith high reflections inwhite, and lower reflective areas in grey that havemuch higher
Mg/Ca ratios (underlined italic).
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substages MIS 7.2 and 11.2 (Table 1). Using the temperature calibration
equation of Anand et al. (2003) forG. ruber (250–300 μm) these isolated
foraminiferal Mg/Ca ratios give calcification temperatures of 27–29 °C
for MIS 11.3 and 20 °C and 18–22 °C for MIS 7.2 and 11.2, which are in
good agreement with present-day (interglacial) and cold substage sea
water temperatures (Table 1).

SEM-led EMPA for samples from interglacial MIS 9.3 and glacial
MIS 6.4 also shows different Mg/Ca phases. High backscatter areas in
SEM images of cross sections represent foraminiferal calcite and all
have Fe, Si, Al and Mn below detection limit. Low backscatter areas on
the other hand represent impure phases that contain significant
amounts of Fe, Si, Al and Mn. Foraminiferal Sr/Ca ratios are uniformly
distributed (this is confirmed by the FT-TRA analysis) and average
1.65 mmol/mol for both samples, confirming no recrystallization of
the tests after burial. The impurities show highly elevated Mg/Ca
ratios (NN100 mmol/mol) and comprise a mixture of high-Mg-calcite
and silicate minerals (Fig. 3). Average Mg/Ca ratios measured on
foraminiferal calcite shell cross sections are 3.4 mmol/mol for glacial
MIS 6.4, and 6.4 mmol/mol for interglacial MIS 9.3, giving calcification
temperatures of 23 °C for glacial MIS 6 and 29 °C for interglacial MIS 9
(Table 1).

Our results show that planktonic foraminiferal Mg/Ca ratios,
obtained from focussed analysis of foraminiferal calcite by FT-TRA and
SEM-led EMPA, are in good agreement with present-day (interglacial)
sea water temperatures (27–29 °C; Wyrtki, 1971; Boyer et al., 2006)
and up to 4–5 °C reduction during glacials and cold substages (Siddall
et al., 2003; Arz et al., 2007). Results from both sequential flow-
through leaching and SEM-led EMPA show that the higher than pre-
dicted Mg/Ca values for interglacials (7.1 mmol/mol) and cold
intervals/glacials (13.0 mmol/mol) measured by conventional
whole batch ICP-AES are due to impure phases (i.e., not foraminiferal
calcite) (Figs. 2 and 3, Table 1). Cleaning techniques used prior to
conventional whole batch analysis will remove silicate mineral
impurities, and it is therefore most likely that the high Mg/Ca ratios
result from other impurities, in particular coatings and overgrowths
that are resilient to the applied cleaning procedures. This is further
demonstrated by our FT-TRA results, with simultaneous dissolution
of the foraminiferal calcite and high Mg-calcite phases throughout the
experiment (Fig. 2). Resilience of overgrowths to routinely applied
cleaning procedures has also been demonstrated for older Pliocene
Caribbean samples (Groeneveld et al., 2008).

Reductive cleaning caused similar reductions in Mg/Ca ratios for
both cold MIS 11.2 (33%) and warm interglacial MIS 11.3 (28%) and
does not satisfactorily remove the impurities for cold substage MIS
11.2 as Mg/Ca ratios are still higher than those of warm interglacial
MIS 11.3 (Table 1). In a recent study, Yu et al. (2007) show that the
citrate used in the reductive cleaning step causes preferential leaching
of Mg-rich parts of benthic foraminiferal shells. It is not unlikely that
the similar reduction in planktonic foraminiferal Mg/Ca ratios of MIS
11.2 and MIS 11.3 after reductive cleaning is due to partial dissolution
of Mg-rich parts of the foraminiferal shell rather than removal of
impurities (Table 1).

SEM images of the surfaces of slightly crushed and ultrasonically
cleaned foraminiferal shells shed further light on the possible origin of
the impure phases that cause the high Mg/Ca ratios (Fig. 4). Both
samples from interglacial MIS 9.3 and glacial MIS 6.4 show the
occurrence of sub-hedral rhombic overgrowths inside and outside
foraminiferal chambers, similar to high-Mg-calcite or dolomite
rhombs (Fig. 4). Similar overgrowths were observed by Winter
(1982) on coccoliths in sediments from the southern Red Sea. Winter
(1982) attributed the growth of secondary high Mg-calcite in the Red
Sea to interstitial waters being supersaturated with respect to CaCO3.
We propose that the high foraminiferal Mg/Ca ratios measured by
conventionalwhole batch analyses in this study for the Red Sea are due
to secondary high-Mg-calcite overgrowths precipitated from CaCO3

supersatured interstitial seawater (likely near the sediment–seawater

Fig. 4. High resolution SEM photographs of planktonic foraminiferal shell fragments
(G. ruber) from the central Red Sea fromglacialMIS 6.4 (A) and interglacialMIS 9.3 (B, C).
Foraminiferal specimenswere gently crushed and thenultrasonically cleaned. Subhedral
rhombic shaped overgrowths occur outside (A) and inside (B,C) foraminiferal chambers
and are suggestive of high-Mg-calcite. Sometimes very large overgrowths can be ob-
served (C).
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interface as no increasing downcore trend is observed). A similar
mechanism was proposed by Rosenthal et al. (2000) and Lear et al.
(2002) to explain higher than expected Mg/Ca ratios in planktonic
foraminiferal samples from the Bahamas, confirming that this issue
needs to be considered in other areas. Ferguson et al. (2008) argue that
high Mg-calcite overgrowths, characterizing foraminiferal samples
from the Mediterranean Sea, are generally removed after a reductive
cleaning step.

Red Sea high Mg-calcites have MgCO3 contents of ~12–14 mol%
(Milliman et al., 1969; Luz et al., 1984). With typical Red Sea over-
growth Mg/Ca ratios of 136 to 163 mmol/mol, we calculate that
interglacial samples would need to comprise 3 to 4% overgrowth
material, whereas glacial samples would need 2 to 3%, which is within
the remit of observations in Fig. 4.

Ferguson et al. (2008) proposed that planktonic foraminiferal
Mg/Ca ratios may increase by 15 to 60% per unit increase in salinity.
Using these values, planktonic foraminiferal Mg/Ca ratios should
have been between 5 and 26 mmol/mol during MIS 6.4 in the central
Red Sea, when salinities were 10 or more higher (Rohling et al., 1998;
Siddall et al., 2003) yet SEM-led EMPA shows a ratio of only 3.4mmol/
mol (Fig. 3, Table 1). Culture studies suggest a modest increase in
planktonic foraminiferal Mg/Ca per unit increase in salinity, varying
between 6% (Orbulina universa, G. ruber) and 8% (Globigerinoides
sacculifer) (Nürnberg et al., 1996; Lea et al., 1999; Lea, 2003; Kısakürek
et al., 2008). If we predict Mg/Ca ratios with a sensitivity to both
temperature and salinity (G. ruber calibration equation of Kısakürek
et al., 2008), then predicted ratios fall in the range of measured Mg/Ca
ratios for interglacials MIS 9.3 and 11.3 (Table 1). For glacial MIS 6.4
predicted Mg/Ca ratios appear too high. If we apply a smaller sen-
sitivity to salinity (4% instead of 6%) measured glacial Mg/Ca ratios do
fall within the predicted range (2.6–3.3 mmol/mol), but those
predicted for interglacials MIS 9.3 and 11.3 then become to low
(2.6–3.1 mmol/mol). This suggests that the sensitivity of planktonic
foraminiferal Mg uptake to salinity may be more complex, decreasing
with lower temperatures.

Culturing studies suggest that salinity has some effect on Mg
uptake in planktonic foraminiferal calcite (Nürnberg et al., 1996; Lea
et al., 1999; Kısakürek et al., 2008). Such a mechanism is not res-
ponsible for the anomalously high Mg/Ca ratios (7–13 mmol/mol)
obtained by conventional analysis for the central Red Sea corewe have
studied. The results presented do not support a dominant role of
salinity on Mg uptake in planktonic foraminiferal calcite in this high
salinity environment. Our study emphasizes the key role that
carbonate saturation state has on early diagenesis of planktonic
foraminiferal calcite through the precipitation of high-Mg-calcite
overgrowths. Screening for overgrowths in areas subject to high and/
or varying interstitial CaCO3 saturation states, using the methods
described in this study, is therefore crucial before interpreting for-
aminiferal Mg/Ca ratios obtained by conventional methods.
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